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OPENHEARTS SOCIETY

LOVE IN TIME

By Michael Barclay             August 01 2011 (Toronto, ON)


“The situation pulls all the strings on this record.” 

Guitarist Eric Schenkman could be talking about the improvisational magic moments that happen on every great rock record—including Love In Time, the debut by the new trio Openhearts Society. In fact, he’s talking about a political situation in small-town Ontario that brought this group of friends together.

Schenkman sold millions of records in the ’90s with his band the Spin Doctors. His Openhearts comrade and old friend Chris Brown has performed and recorded with everybody from Sarah Harmer, The Tragically Hip, Rheostatics and Barenaked Ladies, to DJ Logic and Broken Social Scene, as well being one half of an acclaimed duo with Kate Fenner. Sarah McDermott is a community organizer on Wolfe Island, in Lake Ontario just outside Kingston, who had never been a singer before this project brought them all together—she literally found her voice while making this record.

Schenkman moved from New York City to rural Ontario several years ago. When he discovered that Brown was living on Wolfe Island, the two friends—whose musical relationship dates back to their high school days in Toronto in the mid-’80s—reconnected with a weekly residency at a Kingston bar. 

Soon, original songs began to develop. All of them, in some way or another, shared concerns over the industrialization of their rural communities by wind turbines. McDermott discovered the cynical nature of "green" energy when she started to take issue with the placement of and secrecy surrounding the wind-turbine project on Wolfe Island, a key area for bird migration where Lake Ontario meets the St. Lawrence River. As an area farmer, Eric was approached to use his land for turbines: “It looked like a bad record contract,” he says. McDermott started contributing lyrics and vocals to the developing musical project. “Boat Builders” was written on the day of the turbine’s opening ceremonies, where local residents were excluded from a crowd that included various visiting government and business dignitaries. 

( - more - )

“Every one of these songs started out as a kitchen-table conversation,” says McDermott. And yet the word “turbine” doesn’t appear anywhere on Love In Time. “Everything is a love song,” says Brown, “whether it’s for a person or a sense of place.” The songs here deal with human nature and mother nature, the disconnect between individuals and unresponsive institutions, and the divide-and-conquer approach taken to rural development. Brown says the turbine issue boils down to an “exploitation of people’s sympathies, where promises made in Albany and Queen’s Park are made on the backs of rural constituents. You can see that clearly living in a rural environment,” says the former Toronto and New York City resident. 

Brown moved to Wolfe Island five years ago; McDermott, who founded the Wolfe Island Music Festival in 1999, moved there 18 years ago, when there were few newcomers to what was largely an agricultural community. Brown built a studio there, bringing together his friends from Toronto and New York City to record there. “It triangulates New York and Toronto perfectly,” he says. “It’s a perfect mecca in that it’s invisible, an incubator.”

Because the Openhearts Society was spawned from a weekly residency gig, and because all three members are so well-connected, an inspired roster of guests appears on Love in Time: Sarah Harmer, Joan Wasser (Joan as Policewoman), Aaron Comess (Spin Doctors), Anton Fier (Golden Palominos), Neil Young associate Rocky Roberts and many musicians from the local community. 

The name Openhearts Society owes a small debt to Neil Young. Brown, who is friends with many who work closely with Young, ended up with 28 tickets to Young’s 2009 show in Kingston. He distributed them to fellow islanders who had shared in the recent challenges, and wrapped them up in an envelope that said, “From the Openhearts Society.” The night before the show, Young’s band dropped by the Mansion to sit in with Schenkman and Brown. Of the name, Sarah says, “It’s more of a goal we have to live up to.”

Schenkman, who is celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Spin Doctors’ smash album Pocketful of Kryptonite with several reunion gigs, says of his new project: “This is the first group I’ve been in since then that has that same feeling, making music about our surroundings: things that make us happy, things that are frustrating. This music comes from a place where I breathe, where I live. It’s a privilege to do work like this; it only happens a couple of times in a lifetime.”

www.OpenheartsSociety.com
www.Facebook.com/OpenheartsSociety
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For all the latest news & media highlights for Openhearts Society, follow me on:

Twitter:  @MaryLenore_PR or Facebook: 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Be-Bop-Communications-Inc/157745437602589
